University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
Board of Regents Meeting Minutes

University of New Mexico Board of Regents

5-12-1998

University of New Mexico Board of Regents
Minutes for May 12, 1998
University of New Mexico Board of Regents

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/bor_minutes
Recommended Citation
University of New Mexico Board of Regents. "University of New Mexico Board of Regents Minutes for May 12, 1998." (1998).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/bor_minutes/840

This Minutes is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Board of Regents at UNM Digital Repository. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Board of Regents Meeting Minutes by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please
contact disc@unm.edu.

() ,l {I r . .-::' .

vvvubJ.

•

THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
MAY

12. 1998

Immediately following the Executive Session on Tuesday, May 12, 1998, the Regents of the
University of New Mexico convened in open meeting in the Roberts Room of Scholes Hall. A
copy of the public notice of the meeting is on file in the Office of the President.
Regents Present:
Larry D. Willard, President
David A. Archuleta, Vice President
Kimberly A. Richards, Secretary/Treasurer
Barbara G. Brazil
Penny Taylor Rembe
Mary A. Tang

•

Regent Absent:
Richard Toliver
Also Present:
Advisor to the Regents
Beulah Woodfin, President, Faculty Senate
Members of the Administration, the media and others
Absent:
Advisor to the Regents
Jason Bousliman, President Associated Students of UNM
George Friberg, President, Alumni Association
David Miertschin, President, Graduate & Professional Students Association
Ann Rhoades, Chair, UNM Foundation
Kari Ward-Karr, President, Staff Council
Richard E. Peck, President of the University of New Mexico

******
Regent President Larry D. Willard called the meeting to order at 2:45 p.m.

•
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******
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

•

Regent Penny Taylor Rembe moved to adopt the agenda. Regent Mary Tang seconded he
motion.
Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved.
Motion carried.

******
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS

Regent Larry Willard stated that the Board of Regents met in a properly noticed executive
session to discuss pending or threatened litigation and limited personnel matters in its meeting of
April 21, 1998. The Regents have also met today, May 12, 1998, in a properly noticed executive
session to discuss limited personnel matters. Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Regent Willard
asked each member of the Board to confirm that the matters discussed in the meeting of April 21,
1998 and the meeting of May 12, 1998 were limited to the matters indicated. Regents Barbara
Brazil, Penny Taylor Rembe, Kimberly Richards, Larry Willard, David Archuleta, and Mary
Tang so confirmed (Regent Richard Toliver was absent).

•

******
ACTION ON A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH LEGISLATION AND
THANKS TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

Regent Larry Willard called for a motion to approve a resolution expressing the support and
appreciation of the Board of Regents for the Presidential Search Bill passed by both Houses of
the Legislature during the Special Session and signed by the Governor on May 11, 1998. The
resolution thanks the Governor for including this issue on the agenda of the session and thanks
the members of the Legislature for their support, particularly for the leadership of Representative
Sanchez and Senator Aragon. Regent Willard noted that the idea of going to the Special Session
to seek a legislative solution to the problem of the apparent inability of the University to carry
out a presidential search with litigation was something he initially pursued on his own. Having
heard the Governor was sympathetic to the University's problem and that the Governor might be
willing to put it on the agenda of the Special Session, Regent Willard raised this possibility with
the Board at an executive session called to discuss the pending litigation and whether there were
any alternatives to resolving this issue through the courts. The pros and cons of legislation
versus litigation were discussed, and Board members had no objection to Regent Willard's
proceeding with trying to arrange for this matter to be considered by the Legislature.
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Subsequently, Regent Willard and others sought and received the endorsement of a wide variety
of groups such as the Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce, Economic Forum, Association of
Commerce and Industry, Albuquerque Economic Development, Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, New Mexico State University, and also President Daniel Lopez of New Mexico
Tech. Many others in the way of business and community leaders were included in the
conversation. Regent Willard said he also personally called a number of legislators, as did a
number of other UNM supporters on behalf of this legislation. At the beginning of the Special
Session, and with the support of the legislative leadership, the University was able to come to an
agreement with the Foundation for Open Government, The Albuquerque Journal, and the Press
Association about a compromise in which the State universities would be required to announce
the names of five finalists in a presidential search, but would be able to keep the names of the
candidates confidential until that stage. That compromise seemed to strike a good balance
between the public interest in learning about the most serious candidates and the privacy rights of
individuals who are not selected as candidates. The compromise also effectively eliminates any
restrictions on the full involvement of the search committee in the process. Regent Willard said
the Board of Regents is very pleased that this compromise was passed by substantial majorities
in both Houses, and that he felt it would be appropriate to pass a resolution formally expressing
the Board's support for the legislation as enacted and to thank the Governor and Legislature for
their help. Mr. Willard proposed the following resolution.
Whereas, the presidential searches at the University of New Mexico in
1990 and again in 1997-98 have resulted in litigation concerning the procedures
required under the New Mexico Inspection of Public Records Act; and
Whereas, such litigation has been time-consuming, costly, and potentially
damaging to the objective of selecting the best possible President for the
University; and
Whereas, Governor Johnson included the issue of university presidential
search procedures on the agenda of the Special Session of the New Mexico
Legislature, which commenced on April 29, 1998; and
Whereas, clarifying legislation which requires the disclosure of the names
of five finalists for state university presidents was introduced and enacted; and
Whereas, the Board of Regents believes that this legislation sets forth
public disclosure requirements which are consistent with the public's interest in
the identities and backgrounds of the finalists, other candidates' legitimate interest
in confidentiality, and the University's need to select and outstanding President.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS, that
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The Board hereby states its support for the legislation enacted in the
Special Session and signed by the Governor and expresses its appreciation to both
Governor Johnson and members of the New Mexico Legislature for their
willingness to take up this important matter in a timely fashion so that the
University of New Mexico may undertake a new search for a president with
clearer assurance of the principles which govern the process.

•

Regent Mary Tang moved to adopt the resolution. Regent David Archuleta seconded the motion.
Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved (Regent Richard Toliver was
absent).
Motion carried.
Regent Willard said he would also like to thank the Foundation for Open Government, the
Albuquerque Journal, and the Press Association for their support in this compromise and for their
efforts in helping reach a resolution all parties can agree on.
A duly executed and signed copy of the resolution is hereby made a part of these minutes as
Exhibit A.
ACTION ON SELECTION OF AN INTERIM PRESIDENT

Regent Willard said that at two executive sessions the Board has considered possible individuals
to serve as president pending fulfillment of the new presidential search. He said he was pleased
to propose to the Board that it select Provost William Gordon as Interim President. Provost
Gordon has agreed to serve in this interim capacity. Regent Willard proposed that Dr. Gordon's
appointment be effective immediately following President Peck's last day as President on August
15, 1998.

•

Regent Penny Taylor Rembe moved to approve Provost William Gordon as Interim President.
Regent Barbara Brazil seconded the motion.
Regent Rembe said that as one member of the Board, and yet speaking for all members, the
Board has worked closely with and totally supported Provost Gordon for several years and will
give him all its support in the coming year.
Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved (Regent Richard Toliver was
absent).
Motion carried.

4

•

.,'

--

-".

!'"),
r' ,"" .-':':'"
, I :. . \) , I U ,)

•

Regent Willard congratulated Dr. Gordon and said the. B~ard looks forward to working with him
and thanked him for his willingness to serve.
Provost Gordon" responded with his appreciation for the confidence of the Board of Regents. He
said he recognized the critical nature of the coming year and the challenges the University faces.
Dr. Gordon said the Board could be assured of his entire focus over the next year and that he
looked forward to continuing working with all the constituencies on the campus to ensure that
those challenges are met in a way that truly moves the University forward.
Regent Willard expressed the Board of Regents' gratitude to President Richard Peck for his
outstanding service to the University as President for eight years. Regent Willard said that the
Board had seen the University make great strides during President Peck's tenure, and was
confident that progress would continue during an interim presidency under Provost William
Gordon and beyond when a permanent president is named.
DISCUSSION ON PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH

•

•

Regent Willard said he would like to suggest that a new search be undertaken next fall, and that
the search follow roughly the schedule followed this past year. This will give the Board of
Regents time this summer and into the early fall to consult with members of the University
community, members of the previous search committee, and other interested citizens about
modifications that might be considered in the search process. It will also provide time to review
the Regents' policies as they bear on this issue and to see what needs to be modified because of
the new State legislation. Mr. Willard said that he personally would like to make it clear that he
thought the search conducted this year was carried out in a very professional and fair manner, a
fact recognized by the Judge in the course of the litigation. It was a fine Search Committee of
faculty, students, staff, Regents, and a representative of the alumni in the community. The
members were conscientious, worked hard, and came up with three outstanding candidates. The
problem encountered did not involve any accusation of unfairness or lack of diligence or any
suggestion that the Search Committee had been improperly constituted. The problem involved a
disagreement over interpreting one aspect of the consent decree under which the University was
trying to operate. The University was following an interpretation which was thought to be
reasonable and permitted as much participation by the Search Committee as possible. The court
suggested that another interpretation may have been more appropriate. However, Regent Willard
stated that this did not suggest to him that the University necessarily needs a radical change in
the approach it took in the last search. As noted during the legislative discussion, the policies the
University followed were ones that have generally been followed by public universities of the
first rank all over the country. Any process can be improved, and the University needs to listen
to suggestions over the summer and early part of the fall, to see what modifications might be
warranted. Nonetheless, Regent Willard said he personally thought the efforts ofthis past year
were good ones and should be built upon.

5

Regent Willard suggested that the Board report back to the University community and the public
at its regular meeting in June about the progress made to that point as movement is made toward
the goals and objectives in front of the University. He said once again that the University is very
proud that Dr. Gordon has taken on the responsibility ofInterim President. He has the Board's
utmost support as the University goes forward and builds upon what President Peck has
accomplished.

•

******
Regent Penny Taylor Rembe moved to adjourn the meeting. Regent Mary Tang seconded the
motion.
Voice vote was taken and Board members unanimously approved.
Motion carried.

******
Regent Willard adjourned the open meeting at 3 p.m.

APPROVED:

•

ATTESTED:

,ttZk~
SecretaryITreasurer
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EXHIBIT A

•

BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
RESOLUTION

Whereas, the presidential searches at the University of New Mexico in 1990 and
again in 1997-98 have resulted in litigation concerning the procedures required under the
New Mexico Inspection of Public Records Act; and
Whereas, such litigation has been time-consuming, costly, and potentially
damaging to the objective of selecting the best possible President for the University; and
Whereas, Governor Johnson included the issue of university presidential search
procedures on the agenda of the Special Session of the New Mexico Legislature, which
commenced on April 29, 1998; and
Whereas, clarifying legislation which requires the disclosure of the names of five
finalists for state university presidents was introduced and enacted; and

•

Whereas, the Board of Regents believes that this legislation sets forth public
disclosure requirements which are consistent with the public's interest in the identities
and backgrounds of the finalists, other candidates' legitimate interest in confidentiality,
and the University's need to select an outstanding President.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS, that
The Board hereby states its support for the legislation enacted in the Special
Session and signed by the Governor and expresses its appreciation to both Governor
Johnson and members of the New Mexico Legislature for their willingness to take up this
important matter in a timely fashion so that the University of New Mexico may undertake
a new search for a president with clearer assurance of the principles which govern the
process.

Adopted this 12th day of May, 1998, by a vote of.
against.

<0

in favor and

~£C~

Secretary-treasurer
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